KING’S HEAD HOLT TO HOLD ITS FIRST-EVER BEER FESTIVAL
(10th July 2009)
Eighteen different Norfolk ales will be on offer at the King’s Head Holt from Friday 17th July to Monday 20th July 2009 when the pub holds its first-ever Beer Festival. Ale from breweries around the county will be sold at the event along with Norfolk cider and home-made food, and live music will be provided by local bands Stonewood and Mickey Flynn. Manager Richard Fowler said: “The King’s Head Holt specialises in local ales and this is a chance to promote them. We’ve got all sorts, from Scroby from the Norfolk Square Brewery in Great Yarmouth; Celtic Queen and Men of Norfolk from the Iceni Brewery in Swaffham; Gone Fishing and Ripper from the Green Jack Brewery Company in Lowestoft; Mild and Golden from Winter’s Brewery in Norwich; Granny Wouldn’t Like It from the Wolf Brewery in Attleborough; and Little Sharpie from the Humpty Dumpty Brewery in Reedham. We’ll also have the Fat Cat Bitter and Marmalade Cat from Norwich; the Light Fantastic and Old Stoatwobbler from the Spectrum Brewery in Norwich; and Harbour Lights from Blackfriars Brewery in Great Yarmouth. As well as all these new beers, we’ll also be selling our usual ales such as Adnams Bitter and Broadside, and Woodforde’s Wherry.” In all, there will be 18 casks of ale on offer in the beer garden at the King’s Head Holt during the event as well as six ales on hand pumps at the bar and three different local ciders. The popular pub will also be launching its own label beer during the Beer Festival, which will be brewed by the Blackfriars Brewery and named by one of the pub’s regular customers; over the past few weeks a competition has been held to name the ale and locals have come up with all sorts of suggestions. Taken over a year ago by Iain Wilson, who also owns Byfords Cafe, Deli and Posh B&B in the town, the King’s Head Holt has undergone a complete makeover in the past few months, with over £100,000 spent on refurbishing the bars, conservatory-style restaurant and large beer garden. In addition, three modern B&B rooms have been added upstairs which are already proving very popular. Richard Fowler said: “Besides being a chance to showcase local ales, the Beer Festival is a celebration of the fact that the pub has been completely refurbished and an opportunity to show people what we’ve got to offer. The beer garden has been completely revamped and now seats over 100 people, and we’re planning a barbecue with Norfolk sausages and home-made burgers over the weekend as well as our regular menu.” The Beer Festival will take place from 11am to 11pm on Friday, Saturday and Monday nights, and from 11am to 10.30pm on Sunday; entrance free. The King’s Head Holt is located on Holt High Street, Holt, North Norfolk, NR25 6BN. Telephone: 01263 712543; website: www.kingsheadholt.org.uk.   
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